Middle School

Students:
· Is sixth grade too early to start thinking about college?  Absolutely not!  It’s a great time to start the conversation about what you are interested in and your strengths and to start to look at what careers are out there that include both.

· You can start to research the different types of colleges and majors out there, just keep in mind that there are going to be jobs in the future that don’t even exist yet.  The goal is to find a direction that interests you and will help with the college search process.
· In addition to this research, students should ask counselors, teachers, parents and friends any questions you have about college. Ask them where they went, what they majored in and how they knew it was the right college for them.  Ask them where they picture you being successful, they might surprise you with their answers and give you some places to start your search.

· Start to look at what courses you will need in the 9th grade. Complete the IRHS 4-year plan worksheet and revise as you need to throughout your high school years to make sure that you are staying on track for graduation and college.
· Make sure you understand the importance colleges and universities place on grades, and what grades are considered in the admissions process.
· Take as challenging a curriculum as you can and take classes that expose you to new areas and concepts.

· Start taking these challenging classes in middle school whenever you can and start to develop strong study skills and habits.
· Start to look at academic enrichment programs (including summer and weekend programs) available through your school or local colleges.  It’s never too early to get involved and start planning for these programs.
· Start saving for college if you haven’t already.  It’s never too early to start saving and every little bit can make a difference, even what you as a student can earn and save.

· There are scholarships available to middle school students that you can bank until you go to college.  Check out the Financial Aid/Scholarship links on this website to find out what’s available to you.  
· Remember, you will have more options if you start planning now and keep your grades up.

Parents:

· Talk with your student about what their interests are and help them start to see the connections to college majors and careers.

· Support your student’s development of good study habits.  Help them set up a regular time and place for studying and working on homework.  Make sure they have the resources they need to be successful.

· Stay in contact with your student’s teachers and counselor.  Make sure that you know what is happening at school and keep an eye on grades so that you can intervene if necessary.
· If you haven’t done so already and it is at all possible, start saving for college.  Check out www.collegesavings.org for information on tax advantages and state savings plans.

· Use www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov to find an estimate of how much aid your student might receive.  A very useful tool that lets you plan ahead based on realistic numbers.

